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		Today’s Takeaway

		
	Tenth consecutive heat record confounds climate scientists

	
		
			The Tree Frog Forestry News


			April 9, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Today's Takeaway				

					

	

	[image: ]The 10th consecutive monthly heat record has climate scientist hoping its an El Niño-related hangover. In related news: EU court gives mixed ruling on member-nations’ climate obligations; and climate changes hurts-and-helps pine beetle reproduction. In Forestry news: West Fraser permanently ceases use of glyphosate; BC and Namgis First Nation discuss new forestry agreement; Oregon ENGOs debate barred owl kill proposal; and Swedish researchers use chemical composition to identify illegal timber. 

In other news: the Wolastoqey Nation has its say in court on New Brunswick title claim; West Fraser and Lake Babine Nation agree to consolidate forest tenure; Australia looks to expand wood energy as ENGO’s denounce similar efforts in Canada and the US; and the latest financial updates on Enviva and International Paper.

Finally, a sold-out BC Council of Forest Industries conference kicks off tomorrow evening in Vancouver… with the Tree Frog editors in tow! Hope to see you there.

Kelly McCloskey, Tree Frog Editor



	
		Read More
		

		



	Crews battle large fire at Acorn lumber mill in Delta, BC

	
		
			The Tree Frog Forestry News


			April 8, 2024
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	[image: ]A fire at Delta’s Acorn sawmill was extinguished on the weekend [Acorn was purchased by San Group in 2022]. In other Business news: Na̲nwak̲olas Council, Western Forest Products signed an agreement; Oregon’s C&D Lumber is closing; Montana seeks a buyer for Pyramid Mountain Lumber; and AHF acquired two of Allegheny Wood Products’ sawmills. Meanwhile: doubts creep in about a Fed rate cut, after blockbuster jobs report.

In Forestry/Wildfire news: a smoky summer expected as Canada’s wildfire season begins; BC premier David Eby and UBC’s Lori Daniels speak to BC’s wildfire preparations; US Pacific Northwest agencies collaborate on wildfire crisis; Montana plans to do more prescribed burning; and wildfires rage on Greece’s Crete Island. Meanwhile: Ontario plans to allow mass timber up to 18 storeys; COFI celebrates 50 years in Japan; and Alice Palmer opines on the future of BC forestry.

Finally, and sadly, Beadles Lumber CEO (Clarence Beadles) dies at 87; and international forestry expert (Herster Barres) dies at 90.

Kelly McCloskey, Tree Frog Editor
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		Special Feature

		
	BC Council of Forest Industries Convention to Focus on an Industry in Transition

	
		
			BC Council of Forest Industries


			April 8, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Special Feature				
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	[image: ]Vancouver, BC: This week in Vancouver, the annual convention of the BC Council of Forest Industries (COFI) will bring together more than 700 local, provincial, federal, Indigenous and forestry leaders to discuss the future of the province’s forest sector. Held at the JW Marriott Parq Hotel, the convention is one of the largest gatherings of the forest sector in Western Canada and comes at a time when interest in conditions in BC’s forest industry has never been higher, and neither have the stakes. “Harvest levels on public forest lands in BC have dropped by almost half in the last five years”, said Linda Coady, President and CEO of COFI. “Since late 2022, the industry has and continues to experience a series of closures and curtailments. While the reasons for this vary and include markets, beetles, fire, industrial capacity rationalization, and new public policies, the consistent underlying factor is the access by BC mills to an economic supply of timber.”

Issues on the agenda include a new economic impact report from COFI and the current economic and investment outlook for the industry. …The 2024 program will look at increasing demand for products BC can produce, including engineered wood products for affordable housing and biomass and wood waste for energy and recyclable materials. BC Premier David Eby, Forests Minister Bruce Ralston, and Minister of State for Sustainable Forestry and Innovation Andrew Mercier will speak at the event.
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		Froggy Foibles

		
	Drug gang members arrested in Spain for trade in cocaine soaked wood pellets

	
		
			Dutch News


			April 9, 2024
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	[image: ]Spanish police have arrested five members of a drugs gang… whose members had hit upon a “very sophisticated method” to hide the drugs by impregnating 16 tonnes of wood pellets used as fuel for wood burning stoves with liquid cocaine, local paper Diari de Tarragona said. Police discovered that the pellets, which had entered the country legally from South America to Spain in sea containers, were stored for three months to “cool off” before being taken to a place where the drugs were extracted. The premises had been watched for months when a lorry with a foreign number plate arrived to pick up a load of pellets and police sprung into action. In all, 920 bags of pellets, each weighing 18 kilos, were found. 
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		Business & Politics

		
	‘There was no land surrender’: Land under control of logging firms belongs to Wolastoqiyik, lawyer says

	By John Chilibeck

		
			The Saltwire Network


			April 8, 2024
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	[image: ]NEW BRUNSWICK — A lawyer for the Wolastoqey Nation has asked a judge to dismiss motions filed by J.D. Irving, Acadian Timber and H.J. Crabbe & Sons. They are among a couple of dozen companies that have been named in the lawsuit that own about 3.2 million acres of forested land in western New Brunswick. Renée Pelletier argued millions of acres under the firms’ control belong to Indigenous communities. Pelletier said although the Wolastoqey Nation considers the businesses “innocents” in the claim they are nonetheless in possession of property that is not rightfully theirs. “There was no land surrender.” …Besides those private lands, the Wolastoqey Nation also wants nearly five million acres of public property given back to it. The entire claim includes about 60% of New Brunswick’s territory. The judge reserved her decision on Friday. …The massive lawsuit is expected to take up to a decade unless a settlement is reached first.
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	International Paper statement regarding possible offer for DS Smith

	
		
			International Paper


			April 4, 2024
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	[image: ]MEMPHIS, Tennissee — International Paper confirms that significant progress has been made in reciprocal due diligence as facilitated by the DS Smith Board and Management, and that it is now in a position to provide shareholders with more detail on the type and quantum of synergies it believes would arise from the Combination. Corrugated packaging solutions is a core component of DS Smith’s business. Due diligence has confirmed International Paper’s belief that the Combination will significantly strengthen the combined packaging business and customer offerings. …Mark Sutton, CEO, said: “Bringing International Paper together with DS Smith is a logical next step in International Paper’s strategy to create value by strengthening our packaging businesses in North America and Europe.”
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	CEO of Beadles Lumber and Beal Award recipient dies at 87

	
		
			Legacy


			April 7, 2024
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	[image: ]Clarence Victor Beadles


GEORGIA — Clarence Victor Beadles, III, a 65-year resident of Moultrie, passed away on Thursday, March 28, 2024, at the age of 87. Mr. Beadles attended and graduated from the Georgia Institute of Technology in Atlanta, Georgia. Mr. Beadles soon became the Chairman and CEO of Beadles Lumber Company, a wholesale manufacturer of southern yellow pine lumber. His professional contributions to the lumber industry included being a founding member, board member, and President of the Southeastern Lumber Manufacturers Association. He was also a board member representing the State of Georgia on the Southern Pine Inspection Bureau and served on the Norfolk Southern Advisory Board. He was appointed by Governor Sonny Perdue to serve two terms as a board member of the Georgia Forestry Commission. He was the recipient of the Beal Award for his outstanding service to the southern pine lumber industry.
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		Finance & Economics

		
	Faulty inflation forecasts hold Bank of Canada back on rate cuts

	By Erik Hertzberg

		
			BNN Bloomberg Economics


			April 8, 2024
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	[image: ]The Bank of Canada is making progress in its battle against inflation, but Governor Tiff Macklem still has a big reason to be cautious about launching into rate cuts too soon — his credibility’s on the line. The central bank, after enduring one of its toughest trials of the last 50 years, is edging closer to getting inflation back to its two per cent target. Economists are forecasting it will get close by the end this year, without a recession. That would be a major win for the institution — which, like the U.S. Federal Reserve and other central banks, has been scrutinized and criticized for the surge in consumer prices that began in 2021. Lowering rates prematurely, only to see inflation take off again, would be a brutal outcome for a central bank that’s been dragged through the mud by politicians on the left and right.
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	Enviva Receives NYSE Notice Regarding Delayed Form 10-K Filing

	
		
			Enviva Inc.


			April 8, 2024
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	[image: ]BETHESDA, Maryland — Enviva announced that on April 2, 2024, the Company received notice from the New York Stock Exchange that it is not in compliance with Section 802.01E of the NYSE Listed Company Manual due to a delay in filing its Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2023, with the Securities and Exchange Commission. The NYSE Notice has no immediate effect on the listing of the Company’s common stock on the NYSE. Under the NYSE’s rules, the Company will have six months from April 1, 2024 to file the Form 10-K with the SEC. …If the Company fails to file the Form 10-K within the six-month period, the NYSE may, in its sole discretion, grant an extension of up to six additional months for the Company to regain compliance.
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	Green Building Trends, Motivations, and Challenges

	By Onnah Dereski

		
			NAHB – Eye on Housing


			April 8, 2024
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	[image: ][image: ]NAHB and the Dodge Construction Network published research on the prevalence of green building in The Building Sustainably: Green & Resilient Single- Family Homes 2024 SmartMarket Brief.  The research found that the overall share of home builders classifying more than half their projects as green is at 34% for 2023 a one-percentage point increase from 2019. Similarly, for remodelers, this figure stands at 22%, a five-percentage point increase from 2019. …The largest proportion for both builders and remodelers are those with “no green engagement”. However, these numbers have diminished since the 2019 report, decreasing two percentage points for builders and seven percentage points for remodelers. Following those with no green engagement, are those with “little green engagement” (1-50% green projects). For builders, the next highest share is “dedicated green builders” (more than 90% green projects), and then “green builders” (51-90% green projects). The opposite is true for remodelers with the least prevalent share being dedicated green builders. 
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	Doubts Creep In About a Fed Rate Cut This Year

	By Eric Wallerstein

		
			The Wall Street Journal


			April 8, 2024
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	[image: ]Wall Street’s expectation that the Federal Reserve will cut interest rates several times this year has helped power stocks to records. Now, some investors think the central bank might not cut rates at all. After the latest blockbuster jobs report Friday showed continuing strength in the economy, more traders are betting the Fed may cut the benchmark federal-funds rate just once or twice this year, fewer than officials’ last median forecast of three quarter-point cuts. And a handful are even starting to wager that the central bank will leave rates where they are. The shift could pose a challenge to a stock-market rally. …Investors will get a new perspective with Wednesday’s release of the consumer-price index. Inflation has cooled significantly from 40-year highs, but two months of hotter-than-expected readings have helped reinforce the Fed’s wait-and-see approach to cuts. [to access the full story a WSJ subscription is required]
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	Latest Timber Development UK stats show timber import volumes fall at start of 2024

	
		
			The Timber Trades Journal


			April 8, 2024
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	[image: ]The latest Timber Development UK stats show that falls in softwood, hardwood and plywood imports accounted for a 6% drop in volumes during January 2024, compared to a year earlier. Timber import volumes were down by around 45,000m3 in January. Particleboard, engineered wood, OSB and MDF products all saw imports increase slightly at the start of this year. For softwoods, a 9% reduction in volumes from Sweden was the largest contributor to the 9.6% drop. …Hardwood imports experienced a 13.8% fall, largely due to tropical hardwood imports being down by around 3,000m3. In contrast, volumes of temperate hardwoods increased by 2%, with imports from the USA, Croatia and Romania accounting for most of this growth. Overall plywood imports were also down 6%, though hardwood plywood volumes rose 36%, mostly due to a near 18,000m3 increase from China. …Finally, a 12.8% growth in engineered wood product import volumes rounds out the varied January 2024 results.
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	Ontario’s Bold Move: Elevating Mass Timber Construction to New Heights

	By James Murray

		
			The Net News Ledger


			April 8, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Wood, Paper & Green Building				

						
				Region: Canada
		

	

	[image: ]TORONTO – Ontario is setting a new precedent in construction and environmental sustainability by embracing mass timber technology. This innovative step not only aims to streamline homebuilding but also boosts the province’s forestry sector, ensuring job creation across various industries. In a significant code update, Ontario plans to amend its Building Code, allowing Encapsulated Mass Timber Construction (EMTC) buildings to soar up to 18 storeys—6 storeys higher than the current limit. This change, heralded by Minister Paul Calandra, promises faster construction times, reduced costs, and a thriving northern economy, marking a progressive shift towards increasing the housing supply through cutting-edge methods. … Ian Dunn states, “The Ontario Forest Industries Association (OFIA) applauds the government’s decision. …This move will not only accelerate home construction and reduce costs but also support forestry, technology, engineering, and manufacturing sectors.”

In related coverage: Queen’s Park to permit 18-storey mass timber construction
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	Canada Wood Market News and Insights

	
		
			Canada Wood Group


			April 8, 2024
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	[image: ]In the April newsletter:

	COFI Celebrating 50 years in Japan This year marks a significant milestone as we celebrate 50 years since the inception of the Council of Forest Industries office in Tokyo.
	China-Open for Business Paul Newman’s latest trip to China after four years highlights a key message: China is eager for global business and collaboration.
	Video Clips Showcase Wooden Factories Being Built in Japan Canada Wood staff recently completed two new multimedia video clips on building wooden factories
	Tradeshows build Canadian wood profile in south Asian markets To capitalize on growing demand for softwood lumber, Forestry Innovation Investment (FII) is leveraging tradeshows to create buzz in Vietnam and India
	Canadian Hem-Fir and SPF Lumber Used in Non-Residential Project in Osaka
	Industry Giants Gather to Discuss Mass Timber potential in Korea’s Apartment Building Sector
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	Liquor Control Board of Ontario bringing back paper bags following Ford demand

	By Miranda Chant

		
			London NewsToday


			April 8, 2024
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	[image: ]TORONTO — Single-use paper bags are coming back to the LCBO. The Crown-owned Liquor Control Board of Ontario has reversed course on the year-old change after receiving a curt letter from Premier Doug Ford. “LCBO has received direction from the provincial government to take steps to reintroduce single-use paper bags at LCBO retail locations,” the LCBO wrote in a statement. “While we are not able to confirm an availability date at this time, we will share more details with our valued customers in the coming weeks.” Ford sent the letter addressed to George Soleas, the liquor retailer’s president and CEO. …But Ford called the environmental merits of the LCBO’s decision to ditch paper bags “questionable at best.” “Paper bags are an easily recyclable alternative to single-use plastic, which is why the LCBO adopted them in the first place,” Ford wrote in his letter.
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	Ontario Expanding Mass Timber Construction Up to 18 Storeys

	By Municipal Affairs and Housing

		
			Government of Ontario


			April 8, 2024
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[image: ]TORONTO – Ontario is expanding the use of advanced wood construction like mass timber to help build homes faster and reduce costs over time while supporting good-paying jobs in forestry, technology, engineering design and manufacturing. Currently, Ontario’s Building Code allows Encapsulated Mass Timber Construction buildings to be up to 12-storeys tall. The province intends to amend the Building Code in the coming months to permit encapsulated mass timber construction up to 18 storeys. “The use of mass timber can help the sector build more homes faster, keep the cost of construction down and boost our northern economy,” said Paul Calandra, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing. “As we work to cut red tape in order to increase housing supply, we’re taking an innovative approach to help our partners get shovels in the ground.”
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	Mass timber is creating office environments worth rooting for

	
		
			Think Wood


			April 9, 2024
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	Design teams are using mass timber to differentiate their office projects. Watch Think Wood’s newest video to hear industry leaders from DLR Group, Hines, Kevin Daly Architects, and Arup discuss how mass timber is reshaping modern office construction by leveraging the environmental and sustainable benefits and the aesthetic appeal of the building material itself. Not to mention the impact mass timber can have on employee well-being and productivity! “The successful use of carbon-neutral materials like mass timber in the built environment is challenging the whole industry to think differently about what materials we’re using and how this helps inform the spaces we’re designing,” said Danielle Anderson, Senior Associate and Senior Interior Designer, DLR Group
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	Mass Timber Construction Is Evolving Rapidly

	By Boyce Thompson, editor and author

		
			Common \ Edge


			April 8, 2024
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	[image: ]A few years ago, architects who staked an early claim on mass timber construction had to convince clients to take a chance on an exciting new approach. They would talk about faster build times and quicker leasing, sidestep the lack of comparable projects, downplay the technical challenges, and close with a statement about the environmental imperative of sequestering carbon in buildings. That was then. Today, owners and developers seek out architects who did the first generation of timber buildings. The architects and engineers interviewed for my new book, Innovations in Mass Timber, to be published in May 2024, report a growing project backlog. Woodworks, a trade association that tracks the industry, documents 18% to 20% annual growth in projects planned or completed (roughly 2,000) in the United States. Mass timber caught on faster in Europe, which accounts for half of the worldwide volume, according to a report from Allied Market Research.
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	Replacing plastics with alternatives is worse for greenhouse gas emissions in most cases, study finds

	By University of Sheffield

		
			Phys.Org


			April 8, 2024
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	[image: ]ENGLAND — Substituting plastics with alternative materials is likely to result in increased GHG emissions, according to research from the University of Sheffield. The study by Dr. Fanran Meng has revealed the emissions associated with plastic products compared to their alternatives. …Published in the journal Environmental Science & Technology, the study looked at plastics and their replacements across various applications, including packaging, construction, automotive, textiles and consumer durables. …Findings from the study have revealed that in 15 out of the 16 applications examined, plastic products actually result in lower GHG emissions compared to their alternatives. …Factors such as lower energy intensity during production and the weight efficiency of plastics contribute to their reduced environmental footprint compared to alternatives like glass or metal. …Findings from the research suggest that optimizing plastic use, extending product lifetimes, boosting recycling rates, and enhancing waste collection systems may offer more effective strategies for reducing emissions.
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	‘Forced to do so by a higher calling:’ Indigenous woman awaits sentencing in Nanaimo for illegal logging protests

	By Jordan Davidson

		
			Nanaimo News Now


			April 4, 2024
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	[image: ]NANAIMO — Angela “Rainbow Eyes” Davidson, an Indigenous leader and land protector will have to wait a few more weeks to learn her fate, after being convicted on several contempt charges. Charges against Davidson, a member of the Kwakwaka’wakw First Nation, relate to several incidents in the Fairy Creek watershed in 2021/2022. Sentencing arguments were heard in BC Supreme Court April 4-5, where the court heard how Davidson breached the injunction order and subsequent bail restrictions placed on her movement after her initial arrest on May 18, 2021, with her final offence occurring on Jan. 28, 2022. The Crown is arguing for at least 39 more days in jail for a total of 51 days for Davidson, along with additional community service. …The defence spoke about Davidson’s Indigenous heritage and why she felt it was her duty as a land protector to head to Fairy Creek to protect old growth, with the large cedar trees considered sacred to her culture.
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	Sask. wildfire prep starting early, but no new firefighters being hired

	By Aishwarya Dudha

		
			CBC News


			April 8, 2024
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	[image: ]Steve Roberts


Preparations for wildfire season are starting two weeks earlier than usual in Saskatchewan this year. However, Saskatchewan is bringing in the same number of seasonal firefighters as last year, unlike other western provinces like Alberta and B.C., which are adding more. Below-average precipitation, continuing drought conditions and predictions of high temperatures mean many areas in the province are at higher risk of grass fires, Saskatchewan Public Safety Agency (SPSA) president Marlo Pritchard said at a news conference Monday. Ground crews will be ready to respond as early as next week and air crews began training on Monday, Pritchard said. …Saskatchewan will have 220 Type 1 firefighters and 410 Type 2 firefighters this summer, according to the SPSA. …”We are expecting a season that will be average or above average,” Steve Roberts, vice president of operations at SPSA, said at the news conference.
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	Wildfire recruits partake in training near Hinton

	By Laura Krause

		
			CityNews Everywhere


			April 8, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Forestry				

						
				Region: Canada, Canada West
		

	

	[image: ]As Alberta prepares for another threatening wildfire season, new firefighter recruits are in the field extinguishing staged fires as they prepare for real-life scenarios on the job. More than 40 new firefighters finishing up their week-long training to become a wildland firefighter were flying into a staged fire situation outside of Hinton where they put their skills and knowledge to the test. …“It’s critical to make sure these new staff can work safely in a fire environment. We don’t know how fast and furious fires are going to show up this spring, but these folks need to be prepared to work safely and effectively on  their first wildfire,” explained Nicole Galambos, the director of the Hinton Training Centre. …Despite the recent snow and rain, Alberta Wildfire is gearing up for another challenging season due to drought-like conditions across most of the province. …Alberta wildfire will have more than 500 new firefighters trained by mid-May.
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	Quesnel-founded forest company West Fraser ceased the use of glyphosate

	By Frank Peebles

		
			Quesnel Cariboo Observer


			April 9, 2024
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	[image: ]D’Arcy Henderson


…West Fraser (WF), founded in Quesnel and now one of Canada’s largest forestry companies, has announced not only are they not using glyphosate any longer, they actually halted its use in B.C. in 2019, and all other herbicides too. …D’Arcy Henderson, West Fraser’s vice-president of Canadian woodlands said West Fraser recognizes sustainable and responsible forest practices are about much more than trees and includes a wide range of values like biodiversity, water management, fire suppression, climate change, and use of traditional knowledge. “Five years ago, [public feedback] led us to permanently phase out the use of herbicides in B.C.” Henderson said the company instead uses a variety of other non-chemical techniques to cut down on the plant-life competing for sun and water in reforested areas of the bush after it has been harvested.
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	Climate change could be a mixed bag for mountain pine beetles

	By Bev Betkowski

		
			University of Alberta – Folio


			April 9, 2024
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	[image: ]Rashaduz Zaman


Climate change is hampering mountain pine beetle reproduction but also appears to slightly benefit the invasive insect in other ways, new University of Alberta research shows. The mixed scenario provides “a deeper understanding of dynamics that are crucial to building effective forest management and conservation strategies in the face of ongoing environmental changes,” says PhD candidate Rashaduz Zaman, who led the study,  in the Faculty of Agricultural, Life & Environmental Sciences. The study — the first to show specifically how the mountain pine beetle is affected by elevated levels of two greenhouse gases, carbon dioxide and ozone — provides new insight into how the insect and its relationship with beneficial fungi are influenced by climate change. The findings signal a mix of potentially positive and negative implications for the beetle. The findings signal a mix of potentially positive and negative implications for the beetle.
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	Lake Babine Nation Forestry Limited Partnership, signs a Joint Development Agreement with West Fraser.

	By West Fraser

		
			LinkedIn


			April 8, 2024
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	[image: ]The Lake Babine Nation, located in Burns Lake B.C., announced that its forestry company, Lake Babine Nation Forestry Limited Partnership (LBN Forestry), signed a Joint Development Agreement (JDA) with West Fraser. Under the JDA, we are agreeing to combine portions of our tenure volumes from the Bulkley and the Morice Timber Supply Areas and transfer them into a single First Nations Woodland Licence (FNWL) to be held by the Lake Babine Nation. …“This agreement will contribute to the durability of forestry in our region and deliver employment and long-term benefits to the Lake Babine people, other residents, and the regional forestry sector,” said Chief Murphy Abraham.  “This agreement recognizes the central role the Lake Babine Nation has in stewarding resources in its traditional territory, while providing a measure of fiber security for West Fraser,” said Sean McLaren, President and CEO, West Fraser. 

Additional coverage in Black Press, by Binny Paul: Lake Babine Nation, West Fraser sign joint development agreement

Business in Vancouver, by Nelson Bennett: B.C.’s West Fraser Timber, Lake Babine First Nation combine tenure



	
		Read More
		

		



	Province, ‘Namgis First Nation work on new sustainable forestry agreement

	By the Ministry of Forests

		
			Government of British Columbia


			April 8, 2024
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	[image: ]Formal engagement and negotiations are underway between ‘Namgis First Nation and the Province on a joint decision-making agreement to support forest stewardship and sustainable forestry operations. “Alongside ‘Namgis First Nation, we are working with local communities and forestry operators to make sure local forests are managed sustainably, while increasing certainty in forestry operations that will help to maintain family-supporting jobs for the entire region,” said Bruce Ralston, Minister of Forests. “By moving toward joint decision-making with ‘Namgis and working together with local partners, we can advance reconciliation, take care of the forests that sustain local communities and support good forestry jobs for the long term.” Through the Tree Farm Licence (TFL) 37 Forest Landscape Planning pilot project, ‘Namgis First Nation, the Province and Western Forest Products Inc. are working together toward sustainable forest management that will support forest health, benefit local jobs and advance reconciliation.
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	Save the forests before it’s too late

	By Gerry Warner, retired journalist

		
			The East Kootenay News Online


			April 7, 2024
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	[image: ]In the Toronto Globe and Mail this week –“Canada lost 8.6 million hectares of forest in 2023 more than anywhere in the world.” …As bad as all this is, it’s not the most destructive challenge facing our forest lands. Far from it. No, by far the greatest challenge facing our precious woodlands is something we all participate in – industrial logging. …But don’t blame the loggers! They are only doing their jobs as directed by registered professional foresters who to a man or woman are true believers in industrial forestry where “all” the trees are cut because it’s easier for heavy equipment to operate and trees can be moved to the mill faster and bigger profits made. …We’ve logged at an unsustainable rate for more than a century. If we don’t act now Beautiful B.C. will become only a sad memory.
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	I was a wildfire fighter for six years. The reason they’re quitting is simple.

	By Christopher Benz, writer, past firefighter

		
			The Washington Post


			April 8, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Forestry				

						
				Region: United States, US West
		

	

	[image: ]…In wildfires, safety depends on your co-workers. There’s luck and there’s the strength to resist stupidity, but often you rely on the experience level of the person beside you. The U.S. Forest Service is losing experience. Federal firefighters are quitting. Leadership is leaving. Recruitment is abysmal. The reason is simple: The government hasn’t significantly raised pay in decades. Thirty years ago, a fire job could afford you a modest home. The value proposition was fair — work a year’s worth of hours in one summer and come away with a year’s pay. But wages have barely gone up since then. …Lately, longer fire seasons subject firefighters to weeks of eight-hour days in spring and fall. No overtime, no hazard pay — missing family, and usually, still on call 24 hours a day. …As firefighters quit, it guts crews of experience, leadership and tradition. The firefighters who remain will be less safe. So will homes. [Full access to this story requires a Washington Post subscription]
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	Why forest service firefighters are prepping now for wildfire season in California

	By Lora Painter

		
			ABC News 10 San Diego


			April 8, 2024
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	[image: ]CALIFORNIA — Peak wildfire season in California is a few months away, and the wet weather could create more fuel to burn when that time comes. Despite rain and snow still in the forecast, firefighters are preparing now for wildfire season, and new changes are coming to the firefighting workforce. With fires growing in size and duration and the needs and costs for staffing, the U.S. Forest Service is pivoting to a new business model it says will offer more flexibility when responding to wildfires. “In order to keep that workforce going and to continue to feed the system of leadership throughout the workforce, we’re constantly bringing in new folks,” said Alex Robertson with the U.S. Forest Service. There’s been a growing strain on the wildland firefighting workforce as fires become larger and more involved. In past years, a shortage of top-level type 1 teams has resulted in type 2 teams taking on bigger assignments.
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	A government proposal to kill a half-million barred owls in Northwest sparks controversy

	By Clare Marie Schneider

		
			Oregon Public Broadcasting


			April 8, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Forestry				

						
				Region: United States, US West
		

	

	[image: ]A proposal by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to kill roughly half a million barred owls to protect the spotted owl has conservationists and animal welfare advocates debating the moral issue of killing one species to protect another. Dozens of wildlife protection and animal welfare organizations signed a letter opposing the November proposal. A group of 75 organizations urged Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland, to scrap what it calls a “reckless” plan. “Non-lethal management actions to protect spotted owls and their habitats should be made the priority action,” it read. But the USFWS says if no action is taken to cull the barred owl population, the northern spotted owl faces extinction. …To ensure the survival of the northern spotted owl, a threatened species, the service is proposing the mass removal of over 470,000 barred owls across California, Washington and Oregon over a three-decade span.



	
		Read More
		

		



	New Method That Pinpoints Wood’s Origin May Curb Illegal Timber

	By Alexander Nazaryan

		
			The New York Times


			April 9, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Forestry				

						
				Region: International
		

	

	[image: ]Using a unique combination of old-fashioned field work and sophisticated computer modeling, scientists in Sweden have found a way to trace a single beam of lumber to the forest in Europe where it originated. The researchers said the new method, described in the Nature Plants journal, could significantly curb the sale of Russian timber, which is prohibited because of the war in Ukraine. …Last month, the novel approach was used to identify large shipments of illegal Russian lumber in Belgium. The new study looked at the chemical composition of 900 wood samples collected from 11 countries in Eastern Europe. The data was fed into a model powered by machine learning, which found patterns that could predict the geographic origin of the samples. Overall, the model caught 60% of the samples that had been intentionally labeled with the wrong country of origin. The model could also narrow the wood’s origin to a roughly 125-mile radius.



	
		Read More
		

		



	Russia destroys over 60,000 hectares of Ukrainian forests worth almost US$360 million

	By Economichna Pravda

		
			Ukrainska Pravda


			April 8, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Forestry				

						
				Region: International
		

	

	[image: ]Since the beginning of the full-scale war, the Russians have completely destroyed more than 60,000 hectares of forests worth at least 14 billion hryvnias (about US$359.2 million) in the territories they occupy… NGL.media was able to establish. “The minimum estimate states that the total value of the lost forest exceeds 14 billion hryvnias – this is only direct damage, i.e. the value of wood that could have been obtained from these more than 60,000 hectares. These losses do not take into account the environmental consequences, the elimination of which can be much more expensive,” the investigation says. It is noted that among the natural areas that have suffered the most in Donetsk Oblast is the Holy Mountains National Nature Park, located in Kramatorsk and Bakhmut districts. Since the beginning of the full-scale invasion, combat actions have been conducted in this area, resulting in the destruction of 80% of the park.



	
		Read More
		

		


		Carbon, Climate & Bioenergy

		
	Canada should avoid the mistakes the U.K. made in biomass for energy

	By Bertie Harrison-Broninski & Richard Robertson

		
			Policy Options


			April 9, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Carbon, Climate & Bioenergy				

						
				Region: Canada, International
		

	

	[image: ]Two years ago, BBC journalists visited Canada to investigate the wood pellet industry. Their findings, broadcast in the documentary Drax: The Green Energy Scandal exposed, sent shockwaves through climate politics in the UK. …In February 2024, the BBC published a follow-up story. …Drax did not dispute these findings or that it is still sourcing wood from old-growth forests, but it claimed to be undertaking work to stop sourcing wood from official “old-growth priority deferral areas.” …However, it is primarily up to Canadian authorities, not foreign nations, to investigate and regulate the country’s biomass industry. British authorities do not have the resources to effectively monitor biomass sourcing in foreign countries, as the National Audit Office has made clear. …Source countries such as Canada profit from industrial logging, leading to concerns about conflicts of interest with regulatory enforcement. …Canada’s problems go beyond one company. Current logging practices risk  ecosystem collapse.



	
		Read More
		

		



	Researchers develop better way to make painkiller from trees

	By Chris Hubbuch, University of Wisconsin-Madison

		
			Phys.Org


			April 8, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Carbon, Climate & Bioenergy				

						
				Region: United States, US East
		

	

	[image: ]Scientists at the University of Wisconsin–Madison have developed a cost-effective and environmentally sustainable way to make a popular pain reliever and other valuable products from plants instead of petroleum. Building on a previously patented method for producing paracetamol—the active ingredient in Tylenol—the discovery promises a greener path to one of the world’s most widely used medicines and other chemicals. More importantly, it could provide new revenue streams to make cellulosic biofuels—derived from non-food plant fibers—cost competitive with fossil fuels, the primary driver of climate change. …Paracetamol, also known as acetaminophen, is one of the most widely used pharmaceuticals, with a global market value of about $130 million a year. …the drug has traditionally been made from derivatives of coal tar or petroleum. …The paracetamol molecule is made of a six-carbon benzene ring with two chemical groups attached. Poplar trees produce a similar compound called p-hydroxybenzoate (pHB) in lignin…



	
		Read More
		

		



	Trouble in the wood basket: How a global push for renewable energy took advantage of rural Mississippi

	By Alex Rozier

		
			Mississippi Today


			April 9, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Carbon, Climate & Bioenergy				

						
				Region: United States, US East
		

	

	[image: ]When Georgia Pacific closed its paper mill in 2008, it gutted the local Gloster economy. …In the last decade, towns like Gloster turned to what they saw as a new hope: the emerging wood pellet industry. While the industry is now grappling with a variety of environmental objections, the state and local governments have invested millions of dollars in wood pellets, through tax exemptions and other incentives, in an attempt to stem rural disinvestment. In 2022, the world’s largest wood pellet producer came to another Mississippi town, Lucedale, 160 miles east of Gloster. The town was in a similar economic predicament. …Enviva, was bringing one of the largest new wood pellet operations in the world to Lucedale. …But in the process, the wood pellet industry has turned parts of rural Mississippi into venues for a climate and public health debate that’s traversing the globe. 



	
		Read More
		

		



	Green fuel option lies in trees

	By Richard Rennie

		
			Farmers Weekly New Zealand


			April 9, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Carbon, Climate & Bioenergy				

						
				Region: International
		

	

	[image: ]By mid-2026 forest-sourced wood pellets are due to start flowing from a new project in Bay of Plenty that brings the promise of a clean energy source and value-added timber opportunity. Australian listed company Foresta has gone public about its move to build a torrefied black wood pellet plant at Kawerau, alongside a plant to extract high value chemicals from pine timber. Managing director Ray Mountfort said the plant will initially produce 65,000 tonnes of pellets a year, supplying South Island energy resource company Tailored Energy & Resources. The company supplies industrial customers with boiler and heating fuels… Black or torrefied wood pellets are wooden pellets heated to 200-300degC without oxygen and have proven to be a successful “drop in” fuel to replace coal. …Brian Cox, chair of Bioenergy Association of NZ, welcomed the arrival of a company capable of “closing the loop” and processing lower grade pine into a higher value product.

Additional coverage in Rotorua Daily Post: Kawerau plant: Plans to build $300m, fossil-free fuel plant employing 100



	
		Read More
		

		



	European court rules on cases seeking to force countries to meet climate goals

	
		
			The Associated Press in NPR


			April 9, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Carbon, Climate & Bioenergy				

						
				Region: International
		

	

	[image: ]STRASBOURG, France — Europe’s highest human rights court ruled Tuesday that its member nations have an obligation to protect their citizens from the ill effects of climate change, but still threw out a high-profile case brought by six Portuguese youngsters aimed at forcing countries to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The European Court sided with the Swiss members of Senior Women for Climate Protection, who also sought such measures in a mixed session of judgements in which a French mayor… was also defeated. Lawyers for all three had hoped the Strasbourg court would find that national governments have a legal duty to make sure global warming is held to 1.5 degrees Celsius, in line with the Paris climate agreement. …Although activists have had successes with lawsuits in domestic proceedings, this was the first time an international court ruled on climate change. …Tuesday’s decision will open the door to more legal challenges.



	
		Read More
		

		



	Tenth consecutive monthly heat record alarms and confounds climate scientists

	By Jonathan Watts

		
			The Guardian


			April 9, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Carbon, Climate & Bioenergy				

						
				Region: International
		

	

	[image: ]Another month, another global heat record that has left climate scientists scratching their heads and hoping this is an El Niño-related hangover rather than a symptom of worse-than-expected planetary health. Global surface temperatures in March were 0.1C higher than the previous record for the month, set in 2016, and 1.68C higher than the pre-industrial average, according to data released on Tuesday by the Copernicus Climate Change Service. This is the 10th consecutive monthly record in a warming phase that has shattered all previous records. Over the past 12 months, average global temperatures have been 1.58C above pre-industrial levels. This, at least temporarily, exceeds the 1.5C benchmark set as a target in the Paris climate agreement but that landmark deal will not be considered breached unless this trend continues on a decadal scale. …The sharp increase in temperatures over the past year has surprised many scientists, and prompted concerns about a possible acceleration of heating.



	
		Read More
		

		



	Boreal forest and tundra regions worst hit over next 500 years of climate change, climate model shows

	By University of York

		
			Phys.Org


			April 8, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Carbon, Climate & Bioenergy				

						
				Region: International
		

	

	[image: ]The boreal forest, covering much of Canada and Alaska, and the treeless shrublands to the north of the forest region, may be among the worst impacted by climate change over the next 500 years, according to a new study. The study, led by researchers at the White Rose universities of York and Leeds, as well as Oxford and Montreal, and ETH, Switzerland, ran a widely-used climate model with different atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide to assess the impact climate change could have on the distribution of ecosystems across the planet up to the year 2500. The research is published in Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society B. Most climate prediction models run to the year 2100. …Modeling climate change over a 500 year period shows that much of the boreal forest, the Earth’s northernmost forests and most significant provider of carbon storage and clean water, could be seriously impacted, along with tundra regions.



	
		Read More
		

		


		Health & Safety

		
	Working at Heights Safety Huddle

	
		
			Wood Pellet Association of Canada


			April 8, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Health & Safety				

						
				Region: Canada
		

	

	[image: ]Join us for a 15-minute online Safety Huddle on Thursday April 18, 2024, at 9AM PST (1PM EST) sharing new learnings from a new study on working at heights in wood products manufacturing. Working at heights … presents the risk of falls, which can lead to injuries, fatalities, and business interruption. The British Columbia (BC) Forestry Manufacturing Advisory Group (MAG) has identified this as as a key area of focus for improving risk management approaches. This work was supported with a bow tie analysis workshop where health and safety specialists discussed ways to work at heights safely including eliminating working at heights, fall protection systems, and job design and planning. This study looked at how other industries are addressing and managing working at heights risk. Managers, supervisors, safety coordinators and specialists across the forest sector, should attend this short online webinar to learn about ways work at heights safely and identify potential opportunities for improvement in their own organizations.



	
		Read More
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        Week At A Glance

			
	
	Crews battle large fire at Acorn lumber mill in Delta, BC


			Monday, April 8, 2024
				
			A fire at Delta’s Acorn sawmill was extinguished on the weekend [Acorn was purchased by San Group in 2022]. In other Business news: Na̲nwak̲olas Council, Western Forest Products signed an … → Read More

		

		
	
	
	New Brunswick Indigenous title claim called ‘an attack on industry’


			Friday, April 5, 2024
				
			In court, Acadian Timber calls the landmark Indigenous title claim in New Brunswick ‘an attack on industry”. In other Business news: Kruger temporarily suspends production at Corner Brook Pulp and … → Read More

		

		
	
	
	Canada’s wildfires blamed for rise in global loss of tree cover


			Thursday, April 4, 2024
				
			Canada’s 2023 wildfire season is blamed for the increase in global tree cover loss (outside the tropics). In related news: tropical forest loss declined 9% in 2023; Garry Merkel defends … → Read More

		

		
	
	
	West Fraser assumes solo reign of Cariboo Pulp Mill


			Wednesday, April 3, 2024
				
			West Fraser and Mercer announced the dissolution of their joint venture in the Cariboo Pulp and Paper. In related news: JD Irving was in court for the landmark New Brunswick … → Read More

		

		
	
	
	Hines uses mass timber to de-risk its investment portfolio


			Tuesday, April 2, 2024
				
			Hines, one of the world’s largest real estate developers, is using mass timber to de-risk its portfolio. In related news: the Portland Mass Timber conference explored material lead times, erection … → Read More

		

		





			[image: ]

Sluggish start to US markets may delay product price recovery, By Kevin Mason, Managing Director, ERA Forest Products Research

BC’s Land Act mess creates opportunity to figure out tough questions on DRIPA (Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act), By David Elstone, Managing Director, The Spar Tree Group

Forestry is key to growing a resilient bioeconomy in B.C., By Linda Coady, Council of Forest Industries & Stéphane Renou, FPInnovations, Business in Vancouver

It’s been a sluggish start to 2024 and the Middle East conflict is bringing more challenges, By Kevin Mason, Managing Director, ERA Forest Products Research

The Reinvention of Human Capital in the Lumber & Building Materials Industry By Matt Meyers, Founder & CEO, Yesler Solutions Inc.
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