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		Today’s Takeaway

		
	Crews battle large fire at Acorn lumber mill in Delta, BC

	
		
			The Tree Frog Forestry News


			April 8, 2024
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	[image: ]A fire at Delta’s Acorn sawmill was extinguished on the weekend [Acorn was purchased by San Group in 2022]. In other Business news: Na̲nwak̲olas Council, Western Forest Products signed an agreement; Oregon’s C&D Lumber is closing; Montana seeks a buyer for Pyramid Mountain Lumber; and AHF acquired two of Allegheny Wood Products’ sawmills. Meanwhile: doubts creep in about a Fed rate cut, after blockbuster jobs report.

In Forestry/Wildfire news: a smoky summer expected as Canada’s wildfire season begins; BC premier David Eby and UBC’s Lori Daniels speak to BC’s wildfire preparations; US Pacific Northwest agencies collaborate on wildfire crisis; Montana plans to do more prescribed burning; and wildfires rage on Greece’s Crete Island. Meanwhile: Ontario plans to allow mass timber up to 18 storeys; COFI celebrates 50 years in Japan; and Alice Palmer opines on the future of BC forestry.

Finally, and sadly, Beadles Lumber CEO (Clarence Beadles) dies at 87; and international forestry expert (Herster Barres) dies at 90.

Kelly McCloskey, Tree Frog Editor
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	New Brunswick Indigenous title claim called ‘an attack on industry’

	
		
			The Tree Frog Forestry News
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	[image: ]In court, Acadian Timber calls the landmark Indigenous title claim in New Brunswick ‘an attack on industry”. In other Business news: Kruger temporarily suspends production at Corner Brook Pulp and Paper; AHF Products acquires two Allegheny Wood Product mills; and more on Home Depot’s SRS mega-deal. Meanwhile: Interfor’s education partnership with Northern College; and Jim Stanford on building a high-value forest sector in BC.

In Wildfire news: a report on how Alberta’s fires impacted forests and caribou; a study on the ignition source that destroyed BC Interior homes; Thompson Rivers University launched a new wildfire training centre; Montana earmarks millions to reduce its fire threat; Minnesota unveils a website with evacuation plans; and Arizona prepares crews for its fire season. Meanwhile: Oregon activists block old-growth logging; and an Australian forester opines on the decline of native forest harvesting.

Finally, for Wildfire Week—a new centre to advance wildfire research (University of BC), and software that tracks progress and treatment areas (Phoenix Connect).

Kelly McCloskey, Tree Frog Editor
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	Planning for the Future of BC’s Forest Economy

	By Alice Palmer
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	[image: ]Alice Palmer


What industry provides 18% of BC’s economic base, $12-14 billion to its economy, and $4 billion in government revenues? Forestry, of course. Therefore, one might think British Columbians would want to safeguard it. Yet, over the past five years, BC’s forest industry—one of our province’s biggest economic drivers—has been under increasing pressure. …Some of the harvest declines have been due to natural factors. …The driving force behind the remaining harvest reductions? Forest policy. BC intends to increase its protection of old-growth forests and their associated biodiversity values and has committed to protecting or conserving 30 per cent of its land base by 2030. This represents a near-doubling of the current amount under protection (17%). But this is just the start.

…With its ecosystem-based approach to forest management, the draft BC Biodiversity and Ecosystem Health Framework philosophy appears to be that humankind should minimize its commercial use of forests. Forest-based activities should instead emphasize restoration activities. An alternative interpretation of “taking care of the land” could be “carrying out different management activities in different places.” For example, under the three-zone system recommended by the Old Growth Strategic Review (OGSR), the converted zone could include intensive silviculture. By zoning some of the land for industrial production and taking care of it for that specific purpose, British Columbians could continue to enjoy the economic benefits of logging, even while setting aside more land for conservation. Conservation of key ecosystem elements can also be achieved (and may be enhanced) while carrying out forest management activities on the land. …The OGSR’s recommended consistent zone—land managed to simulate the patterns of natural disturbance—could even count as part of the conserved and protected lands included in BC’s 30 per cent.
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	Na̲nwak̲olas Council, Western Forest Products sign historic agreement

	By Marc Kitterhingham

		
			The Campbell River Mirror


			April 7, 2024
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	[image: ]The Kwanwatsi Big House at the We Wai Kum First Nation in Campbell River was the ideal place to formally sign a historic agreement between North Island First Nations and Western Forest Products. We Wai Kum Chief Chris Roberts was the first to speak, which included Dallas Smith as MC, B.C. Premier David Eby, Minister of Forests Bruce Ralston and Western Forest Products CEO Steven Hofer. The agreement allows the Nations in the Na̲nwak̲olas Council to acquire a 34% interest from WFP in a newly formed limited partnership for $35.9 million. The partnership will consist of portions of WFP’s Mid Island operation, including 157,000 hectares. It will also manage an allowable annual cut of 904,540 cubic metres of timber. “It’s really a new approach to how the land base is going to be managed,” said Hofer. “It’s not Western saying to the Nations that this is how it’s going to be managed … it’s a collaborative process.”
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	Fire burns in Delta mill near Surrey-Fraser Docks

	By Emma Crawford

		
			CityNews Everywhere


			April 7, 2024
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	[image: ]First responders were in Delta early Sunday morning dealing with a mill fire. Delta Police tell CityNews the blaze broke out at Acorn Mill on Alaska Way along the Fraser River, just off of Surrey Fraser Docks. Police received a call around 1:15 a.m. from Delta Fire asking for assistance. No word yet on when Delta Fire received the initial call. “No injuries, nobody hurt,” Acting Insp. James Sandberg, public affairs media manager for Delta Police, told CityNews. “My understanding that this mill doesn’t run 24 hours a day or at least not on the weekend, so minimal staff on site at the time of the report.” As of just after 8:30 a.m., Sandberg said the fire was still burning and crews were still fighting. “We don’t have anything yet to say about causation or anything like that because we haven’t really been able to get in there at all,” he said. Heavy smoke was seen in the area, and reports from the scene say, crews battled the stubborn fire for over 12 hours.

Additional coverage by Kaija Jussinoja in CTV News: Crews battle large fire at lumber mill in Delta, BC
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	Oregon’s Historic C&D Lumber in Riddle, Oregon is closing

	By Mike Rogoway

		
			Oregon Live
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	[image: ]C&D Lumber in Riddle, Oregon, is closing after more than 130 years. Founded in 1890 by Alfred Johnson in Southern Oregon’s Coos County, C&D is renowned for producing the highest quality products. The sixth-generation, family-owned and operated business, has weathered many storms through the decades. However, the unprecedented challenges facing the industry today—from market fluctuations, increasing operational costs, to timber supply issues—have made it impossible for C&D “to envision a sustainable future for the company.” …“The decision to close was not made lightly. We extend our deepest gratitude to all our employees, past and present, for their hard work, dedication, and passion. Their contributions have been the backbone of C&D Lumber, distinguishing us in a competitive industry. We also thank our customers, suppliers, and community for their unwavering support and partnership over the years.” The Johnson Family plans to continue management and growth of C&D Lumber’s sister company, Silver Butte Timber.

In related coverage: Virgle Osborne Decries local lumber shutdown
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	Business, government leaders seek new buyer to save one of western Montana’s sawmills

	By Austin Amestoy

		
			Montana Public Radio
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	[image: ]More than 30 business leaders and government officials met in Missoula Friday to discuss ways to keep western Montana’s wood products industry afloat after two sawmills announced closures last month. There are potential buyers for one of the mills. Pyramid Mountain Lumber in Seeley Lake and Roseburg Forest Products in Missoula have both said they would soon shut down. But, following Friday’s meeting discussing the closures, local economic leaders said they’re optimistic one of the plants might stay open. Grant Kier leads the Missoula Economic Partnership and helped organize the meeting. He said representatives from potential buyers interested in purchasing Pyramid Mountain Lumber were in attendance. …Missoula County Commissioner Josh Slotnick told MTPR the federal government floated the idea of helping buyers secure $40 to $60 million in financing to modernize the sawmill.
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	Sun Mountain Lumber feeling impact of lumber industry closures in Montana but still going strong

	By Meagan Thompson
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	[image: ]DEER LODGE — The recent news of the closures at a couple of Montana lumber mills has not been good news for Montana’s forest products industry. Sherm Anderson, owner of Sun Mountain Lumber in Deer Lodge says that it’s having an impact on his business. “It’s really put a hurt on all the mills in Montana,” says Anderson who has been shipping sawdust and wood shavings byproducts to Roseburg Forest Products in Missoula where they make particle board out of the excess materials. “We take out of here as many as 20 truckloads a day,” says Anderson, adding that a short-term solution has been made with a lumber mill in Columbia Falls. But he says despite the issue of finding a long-term solution for the byproducts, his plant is doing well.
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	[image: ]Clarence Victor Beadles


GEORGIA — Clarence Victor Beadles, III, a 65-year resident of Moultrie, passed away on Thursday, March 28, 2024, at the age of 87. Mr. Beadles attended and graduated from the Georgia Institute of Technology in Atlanta, Georgia. Mr. Beadles soon became the Chairman and CEO of Beadles Lumber Company, a wholesale manufacturer of southern yellow pine lumber. His professional contributions to the lumber industry included being a founding member, board member, and President of the Southeastern Lumber Manufacturers Association. He was also a board member representing the State of Georgia on the Southern Pine Inspection Bureau and served on the Norfolk Southern Advisory Board. He was appointed by Governor Sonny Perdue to serve two terms as a board member of the Georgia Forestry Commission. He was the recipient of the Beal Award for his outstanding service to the southern pine lumber industry.
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	AHF Products Announces Acquisition of Two Sawmills
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	[image: ]MOUNTVILLE, Pennsylvania — AHF Products announced that it has entered into an agreement to acquire assets related to Allegheny Wood Products’ (AWP) sawmills in Smoot, Greenbrier County, and Norton, Randolph County. According to AHF president & CEO Brian Carson… AHF will retain approximately 80 direct jobs at the two mills, which were originally slated to close at the end of March, and is expected to create approximately two times that, with new jobs being created for loggers, truckers and suppliers in the region. The supply of Eastern hardwood lumber in the U.S. is currently 65% of what it was pre-pandemic and 40% of what it was before 2007. The purchase of the two sawmills recovers 100% of the lumber supply AHF would have lost due to the closure of AWP. These two mills combined will supply 25 million board feet annually.
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	[image: ]Hester Barres


Mystic, Connecticut — Herster Barres, an internationally renowned forestry expert who pioneered programs to combat climate change and diversify crops for small farmers, died March 7, 2024, at Yale New Haven Hospital after a short illness. He was 90. Dr. Barres founded and directed the nonprofit organization, Reforest The Tropics (RTT), which today manages more than 1480 acres of research forests on 17 farms in Costa Rica. More than 100 U.S. forest sponsors rely on over 500,000 trees planted on these farms (over the past 25 years) to offset their carbon emissions. “He single-handedly conceived of an improved reforestation model that solved many of the historical challenges to long-term forestry projects on private farms,” said Greg Powell, who took over as RTT director when Dr. Barres retired in 2019. …After graduating from Yale University and the Yale School of Forestry & Environmental Studies, he earned a doctorate from the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich, Switzerland. 
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	[image: ]Canada’s Employment was virtually unchanged in March (-2,200; -0.0%), following increases in February (+41,000; +0.2%) and January (+37,000; +0.2%). …The unemployment rate rose 0.3 percentage points to 6.1% in March, bringing the cumulative increase over the past 12 months to 1.0 percentage points. The monthly increase in the unemployment rate in March was driven by an increase of 60,000 (+4.8%) people searching for work or on temporary layoff. This brought the total number of unemployed people to 1.3 million, an increase of 247,000 (+23.0%) compared with 12 months earlier. …Employment falls in three industries, led by accommodation and food services. …Employment in construction increased by 15,000 (+1.0%) in March but was little changed compared with March 2023. 
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	[image: ]Unless you were living under a rock, you saw last week that The Home Depot announced plans to buy building materials distributor SRS Distribution for a whopping $18.25 billion dollars in a deal expected to close by the end of 2024. …It’s the biggest acquisition involving a wholesale distributor in at least a decade — maybe ever. I did an analysis dive into the transaction details and some of the questions it raises in a Premium piece, but a deal of this magnitude deserves further inspection. So we recruited a fellow industry analyst who specializes in building materials markets. My guest for this episode was Craig Webb, who has covered lumber, building materials and construction supply dealers for nearly 20 years. “I nearly choked on my Raisin Bran when I saw the news after I woke up and realized, ‘Oh my God, we’ve got a story,’” he told me.
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	Doubts Creep In About a Fed Rate Cut This Year

	By Eric Wallerstein
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	[image: ]Wall Street’s expectation that the Federal Reserve will cut interest rates several times this year has helped power stocks to records. Now, some investors think the central bank might not cut rates at all. After the latest blockbuster jobs report Friday showed continuing strength in the economy, more traders are betting the Fed may cut the benchmark federal-funds rate just once or twice this year, fewer than officials’ last median forecast of three quarter-point cuts. And a handful are even starting to wager that the central bank will leave rates where they are. The shift could pose a challenge to a stock-market rally. …Investors will get a new perspective with Wednesday’s release of the consumer-price index. Inflation has cooled significantly from 40-year highs, but two months of hotter-than-expected readings have helped reinforce the Fed’s wait-and-see approach to cuts. [to access the full story a WSJ subscription is required]
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	U.S. Economy Added 303,000 Jobs in March

	By Jing Fu
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	[image: ]Job growth accelerated in March, following a strong gain in February. Furthermore, the unemployment rate fell to 3.8%. March’s jobs report shows that the labor market remains resilient despite elevated interest rates. The strong job numbers likely reduce prospects for a Federal Reserve rate cut in the near-term (NAHB has just two rate cuts in our forecast for 2024). Also, for March 2024, we saw the wage growth slow down. On a year-over-year basis (YOY), wages grew 4.1% in March, the lowest annual gain since June 2021. Wage growth is positive if matched by productivity growth. If not, it can be a sign of lingering inflation. …In March, the unemployment rate fell to 3.8%, from 3.9% in February. The number of unemployed persons declined by 29,000 to 6.4 million, while the number of employed persons rose by 498,000. Meanwhile, the labor force participation rate rose two percentage points to 62.7%. 
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	[image: ]In the April newsletter:

	COFI Celebrating 50 years in Japan This year marks a significant milestone as we celebrate 50 years since the inception of the Council of Forest Industries office in Tokyo.
	China-Open for Business Paul Newman’s latest trip to China after four years highlights a key message: China is eager for global business and collaboration.
	Video Clips Showcase Wooden Factories Being Built in Japan Canada Wood staff recently completed two new multimedia video clips on building wooden factories
	Tradeshows build Canadian wood profile in south Asian markets To capitalize on growing demand for softwood lumber, Forestry Innovation Investment (FII) is leveraging tradeshows to create buzz in Vietnam and India
	Canadian Hem-Fir and SPF Lumber Used in Non-Residential Project in Osaka
	Industry Giants Gather to Discuss Mass Timber potential in Korea’s Apartment Building Sector
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[image: ]TORONTO – Ontario is expanding the use of advanced wood construction like mass timber to help build homes faster and reduce costs over time while supporting good-paying jobs in forestry, technology, engineering design and manufacturing. Currently, Ontario’s Building Code allows Encapsulated Mass Timber Construction buildings to be up to 12-storeys tall. The province intends to amend the Building Code in the coming months to permit encapsulated mass timber construction up to 18 storeys. “The use of mass timber can help the sector build more homes faster, keep the cost of construction down and boost our northern economy,” said Paul Calandra, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing. “As we work to cut red tape in order to increase housing supply, we’re taking an innovative approach to help our partners get shovels in the ground.”
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	Technology reigns at Corona Millworks’ new facility
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	[image: ]Tolleson, Arizona — Corona Millworks’ newest facility in Tolleson, Arizona, is abundant with state-of-the-art equipment for efficient manufacturing of its cabinet doors, drawer boxes, and other components. Along with the seamless production that comes with incorporating Industry 4.0 technology, the company also can collect and analyze data to optimize order entry, estimating/pricing, inventory management, production scheduling, and machine maintenance. Headquartered in Chino, California, Corona Millworks is #175 in the FDMC 300, a ranking of the largest wood products manufacturers in North America. 2023 sales were approximately $40 million and are projected to grow 10 to 15 percent for 2024 as the company continues to ramp up production. …The newly built 80,000-square-foot facility represents an investment in excess of $10 million by Corona Millworks to grow not only its future but also its customers’ businesses.
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	‘Forced to do so by a higher calling:’ Indigenous woman awaits sentencing in Nanaimo for illegal logging protests

	By Jordan Davidson
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	[image: ]NANAIMO — Angela “Rainbow Eyes” Davidson, an Indigenous leader and land protector will have to wait a few more weeks to learn her fate, after being convicted on several contempt charges. Charges against Davidson, a member of the Kwakwaka’wakw First Nation, relate to several incidents in the Fairy Creek watershed in 2021/2022. Sentencing arguments were heard in BC Supreme Court April 4-5, where the court heard how Davidson breached the injunction order and subsequent bail restrictions placed on her movement after her initial arrest on May 18, 2021, with her final offence occurring on Jan. 28, 2022. The Crown is arguing for at least 39 more days in jail for a total of 51 days for Davidson, along with additional community service. …The defence spoke about Davidson’s Indigenous heritage and why she felt it was her duty as a land protector to head to Fairy Creek to protect old growth, with the large cedar trees considered sacred to her culture.
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	[image: ]In the Toronto Globe and Mail this week –“Canada lost 8.6 million hectares of forest in 2023 more than anywhere in the world.” …As bad as all this is, it’s not the most destructive challenge facing our forest lands. Far from it. No, by far the greatest challenge facing our precious woodlands is something we all participate in – industrial logging. …But don’t blame the loggers! They are only doing their jobs as directed by registered professional foresters who to a man or woman are true believers in industrial forestry where “all” the trees are cut because it’s easier for heavy equipment to operate and trees can be moved to the mill faster and bigger profits made. …We’ve logged at an unsustainable rate for more than a century. If we don’t act now Beautiful B.C. will become only a sad memory.
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	Is BC ready for wildfire season?

	By Sandrine Jacquot
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	[image: ]Last year was the most destructive wildfire season in BC’s recorded history. According to provincial data, a total of 2,245 wildfires burned more than 2.84 million hectares of forest and land—a number that doubles the last record of 1.35 million hectares burned in 2018. “The area of forests burned both in BC and across Canada in 2023 was horrific,” says Jens Wieting, senior policy and science advisor at the Sierra Club of BC. “It’s a really emotional topic because the trends are very concerning.” It begs an important question: is the Province properly ready for this year? The 2024 wildfire outlook seems grim, and not just in BC. Alberta already announced an early start to wildfire season in February, when it typically starts March 1. “We have definitely seen in the last 20 years a major change in the way that fire is spreading and heating in our forests,” says Lori Daniels, the Koerner Chair of the Centre for Wildfire Coexistence at UBC.
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	Wildfire demand pushes production at North Saanich water bomber parts site

	By Christine van Reeuwyk
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	[image: ]While finalizing contracts with Europe for two dozen new firefighting planes, De Havilland Canada has amped up local production. Over the last six months or so, the company bolstered up to 300 employees at its North Saanich site (formerly Viking Air), where parts are made in anticipation of assembly in Calgary, according to Neil Sweeney, vice-president of corporate affairs. “Knock on wood, heavily, our HR people have been very good at recruiting. We’ve done recruiting fairs and been pleasantly surprised by the people who want to get into aerospace,” he said. “That doesn’t mean there aren’t holes to fill.” The Canadair CL-215 and CL-415 aircraft have been a critical part of European and North American aerial firefighting fleets for more than 50 years. …In 2016, Viking (now De Havilland) bought the Canadair program – which has been around since the mid-1960s – from Bombardier.
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	Eby talks wildfires, forestry and how Indigenous deal can be a B.C. template
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	[image: ]Marc Kitteringham & David Eby


When B.C. Premier David Eby walked in to the Starbucks at Quinsam Crossing, he was followed by a coterie of other MLAs, assistants and RCMP. He sat down after ordering a coffee, and remarked on how nice and new the building looked. It was Eby’s first stop, albeit an unofficial one, on his trip to Campbell River to be part of the official signing of an agreement between the Nanwakolas Council and Western Forest Products to manage timber in the North Island. …“Its really a template for what we hope to do across the province: agreements between Nations and forestry supported by the local community where there’s economic development and opportunity and stability particularly for the forest industry, which we know is facing a lot of challenges right now around price and availability of trees. …“The really remarkable thing about wood products is that they’re part of the climate solutions,” he said.
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	Fox Mountain fuel management reduces Williams Lake wildfire risk

	By Ruth Lloyd

		
			The Williams Lake Tribune


			April 5, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Forestry				

						
				Region: Canada, Canada West
		

	

	[image: ]A multi-year project on Fox Mountain near homes and properties is helping to reduce wildfire hazard and create healthier forests. The local Ministry of Forests has been managing the project, helping to oversee planning and contracts to complete the work to reduce accumulated forest fuels. This means cleaning up dead wood and woody debris, removing some larger trees to space them, where possible, and removing brush, juvenile trees and lower branches. …Much of the project work has involved hand-piling by contract crews and then burning or chipping and sending the chips for fibre, where physically and economically possible to do so. This work helps to ensure if wildfire does reach the treated area of forest, it would reduce the fire intensity in this section, helping keep the fire on the ground and potentially providing a point of defence for fire crews.
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	‘A wake-up’: Whistler, B.C., known for its snow, to start wildfire drills

	By Simon Little & Cassidy Mosconi

		
			Global News


			April 4, 2024
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	[image: ]Known for its snow, Whistler, B.C., will soon be running an emergency simulation for a threat that’s becoming ever more present: fire. First responders will be running an emergency evacuation drill on April 18, part of the resort community’s recent Community Wildfire Resiliency Plan as drought and climate change continue to intensify fire behaviour and the threat to life it presents. “Whistler is in the trees, we live in the forest, so it’s a real priority for us to understand risk and then do everything in our power to ensure we are prepared,” Mayor Jack Crompton told Global News on Thursday. The community has been implementing recommendations from a recent report into wildfire preparedness, which includes a recognition that Highway 99 is the only way in and out of the community. …Residents are also being included in wildfire preparedness plans, with a heavy focus on education and encouragement to FireSmart their properties.
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	New documentary ‘The Test’ looks at 2021’s Tremont Creek wildfire

	By Barbara Roden
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	[image: ]“The community of Logan Lake spent 18 years preparing for a wildfire they hoped would never come. Then, in 2021, it did.” That is the tagline that filmmaker Vesta Giles uses for her new documentary film The Test, which has its premiere in Kamloops on April 7. The film looks at the events leading up to the Tremont Creek wildfire of 2021. The fire forced the evacuation of Logan Lake a month later, and for a time it appeared that the town might be destroyed by fire only six weeks after most of the Village of Lytton burned to the ground. “I was there the day the community was evacuated”, said Giles, “and all I could think of was, ‘This is the test, this is the first time this has been tested’” “This” refers to the signs outside Logan Lake noting that the town was the first FireSmart community in the entire country. 
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	Flathead Forest Approves Round Star Logging Project

	By Tristan Scott
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	[image: ]After more than two years of analysis, and as part of an ongoing effort by land management agencies to reduce wildfire hazards in the region’s wildland-urban interface (WUI), Flathead National Forest officials announced they’ve issued a final decision notice and environmental assessment approving a timber project on a 28,300-acre segment of the Tally Lake Ranger District west of Whitefish. Called the Round Star Project and first proposed in December 2021, the plan calls for commercial timber harvests on up to 6,324 acres and non-commercial vegetation treatments on up to 2,866 acres, as well as the construction of more than 20 miles of new roads. Implementation of the project could begin as early as June 1. According to the final decision notice signed by Tally Lake District Ranger Bill Mulholland, approximately 92% of the Round Star project area is in the WUI, where the project would reduce tree densities and fuel loading on a total of 9,190 acres of forest.
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	Timber industry won’t concede defeat in national monument battle, experts say

	By Mateusz Perkowski

		
			The Capital Press


			April 5, 2024
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	[image: ]SOUTHERN OREGON — Though the U.S. Supreme Court won’t review the legality of a national monument expanding onto Oregon forestland prioritized for logging, the timber industry isn’t yet conceding defeat. The nation’s highest court recently refused to weigh in on the near-doubling of the Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument in Southern Oregon, ending seven years of litigation over the issue. However, the timber industry’s legal and political experts still believe the broader controversy over national monuments restricting logging and grazing will probably result in a precedent-setting Supreme Court decision. …Debates over public lands management will likely get more widespread and contentious due to the federal government’s “30 by 30” initiative, which aims to impose conservation measures on 30% of American lands by 2030, Clark Judge said. “The fastest way to get to 30% is to impose the Antiquities Act”. 
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	Pacific Northwest federal, state agencies to collaborate on prescribed fire, smoke management to confront wildfire crisis

	By Suzanne Skadowski

		
			The US Environmental Protection Agency


			April 5, 2024
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	[image: ]SEATTLE – State and federal agencies and departments in Oregon and Washington have agreed to collaborate on addressing the escalating wildfire crisis by increasing use of prescribed fire and other forest fuel management strategies at larger geographic scales while also increasing outreach to nearby communities as these strategies are deployed. These strategies reduce forest fuels on the ground and allow for strategic burning that minimizes community and public health impacts relative to impacts from uncontrolled wildfires. “One of the best tools we have for making our forests more resilient against catastrophic wildfires is controlled burning,” said EPA Region 10 Administrator Casey Sixkiller. “The agreement will help to ensure federal and state agencies are working together using the best science to identify where and when prescribed fires will occur, bringing local communities into the conversation, and providing resources to residents to prepare for smoke and have access to clean indoor air.”
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	Kootenai National Forest plans spring prescribed burns

	
		
			The Western News


			April 5, 2024
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	[image: ]The Kootenai National Forest is conducting spring prescribed fire projects when weather, fuel conditions and air quality become favorable. Each project follows a prescribed fire burn plan. The prescribed fire projects are located and designed to be controlled to reduce the potential for adverse effects. Robust scientific data shows that strategically placed prescribed fire and mechanical treatments are vital to reducing forest fuels, lowering catastrophic wildfire risks and slowing or stopping the progression of wildfires. These projects will comply with Montana air quality standards and guided by the Montana/Idaho State Airshed Group to reduce the impacts of smoke to our neighbors, cooperators and surrounding communities.  Land and fire managers may opt to cease firing operations early, on the day of ignitions, for smoke dispersal or other factors.
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	Q&A: Johnson calls criticism of his forestry hearing ‘absurd’

	By  Seth Tupper

		
			South Dakata Searchlight


			April 6, 2024
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	[image: ]

Dusty Johnson resents the implication that he’s looking out for the timber industry at the expense of the Black Hills National Forest. “The idea that anyone in government wants to allow the timber industry to cut what they want to cut is absurd,” Johnson told South Dakota Searchlight. “I think it does a tremendous disrespect to this process.” Johnson, a Republican who is South Dakota’s lone U.S. representative, disliked a recent commentary written by retired U.S. Forest Service employee Dave Mertz and published by Searchlight. Mertz wrote the commentary in response to Johnson’s March 2 forestry roundtable discussion in Spearfish. “Repeatedly,” Mertz wrote, “panelists stated what the timber industry needs. Never was there any concern for what level of timber harvesting the forest needs.” …The researchers said wildfires and a mountain pine beetle epidemic drastically reduced the number of trees suitable for logging.
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	Montana earmarks millions to cooperate on reducing wildfire threat

	By Mark Moran

		
			Public News Service


			April 4, 2024
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	[image: ]The Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation has awarded $3.1 million for 13 projects to reduce wildfire risk to communities and improve forest health. The funding money is part of the $15 million Montana Forest Action Plan, which takes a big-picture approach to reducing the risk of wildfires. Wyatt Frampton, deputy division administrator of forestry and trust lands for the Montana Department of Natural Resources, said the money will be used to foster fire-management cooperation between state and private landowners across 3,200 acres of forest. “Through a variety of activities, such as prescribed fire, logging, mechanical thinning, hand activities as well as tree planting,” Frampton outlined. The 13 most recent restoration projects are spread across the state, including in Lewis and Clark County, the Bitterroot and the South Swan Valley.
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	Choctaw Forestry Department moves into new home

	By Assistant Chief Jack Austin Jr.

		
			Biskinik


			April 5, 2024
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	[image: ]Oklahoma – The Choctaw Nation Tribal Forestry Department recently moved into their new home in Talihina. …The department has grown so much since it was founded in 2022 that more space was needed for growth and the overall efficiency of the program. The Tribal Forestry Services Department is a forestry wildland fire-fighting unit within the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma. Located in Talihina, Oklahoma, the department serves the CNO Reservation. The department provides services such as wildfire suppression, wildfire prevention programs, forest timber assistance, Hazardous fuels reduction, and feral swine removal assistance. I’m pleased (and more than a little proud) to say our Tribal Forestry Services Department is the nation’s first tribal-led wildland fire module, sponsored by the U.S. Forest Service. …The Choctaw Nation firefighters are almost like a SWAT team but for firefighting. The unit is made up of tribal members, expertly trained to prevent wildfires.
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	Forestry Immersion Program returns for a second year

	
		
			The Daily Bulldog


			April 5, 2024
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	[image: ]BREWER – In 2023, Maine TREE and the Brewer School Department collaborated to introduce a Forestry Immersion Program. This program allowed students to spend six weeks in the forest while earning high school credits. The program is returning in 2024 thanks to a generous grant from the Maine Outdoor Learning Initiative. This year, the program is fully funded and will offer an unparalleled opportunity to fifteen students to immerse themselves in Maine’s forests and enhance their education in a unique way. The program aims to empower young adults by strengthening their essential life skills and creating better opportunities for their future. It focuses on honing skills such as teamwork, communication, a strong work ethic, and problem-solving abilities. Over the six weeks, participants camp in the Maine woods four nights a week, visit job sites, engage in online academics, and go on hands-on discovery tours in the forest to learn and grow.
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	St. Louis County unveils new website for wildfire evacuation plans

	By John Myers

		
			The Duluth News Tribune


			April 3, 2024
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	[image: ]DULUTH — As state, local and federal agencies brace for what’s predicted to be a busy wildfire season across the Northland, St. Louis County has launched a new website that shows residents how and where to evacuate in case of emergencies. The site, stlouiscountymn.gov/wildfire, will be used when needed to get information to 1,600 specific areas of the county in harm’s way of a wildfire or other dangerous event. The new online mapping tool allows residents to monitor, by community and even by neighborhood, their risk level and how to prepare if evacuation is needed. Recent deadly fires in places like Paradise, California and Lahaina, Hawaii — where many people tried to evacuate but couldn’t escape the fires — demonstrated the need for well-planned evacuation routes and destinations when chaos reigns amid wildfires… St. Louis County’s announcement comes …officials warn of a looming spring wildfire season that could be worse than most.
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	Russia destroys over 60,000 hectares of Ukrainian forests worth almost US$360 million

	By Economichna Pravda

		
			Ukrainska Pravda


			April 8, 2024
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	[image: ]Since the beginning of the full-scale war, the Russians have completely destroyed more than 60,000 hectares of forests worth at least 14 billion hryvnias (about US$359.2 million) in the territories they occupy… NGL.media was able to establish. “The minimum estimate states that the total value of the lost forest exceeds 14 billion hryvnias – this is only direct damage, i.e. the value of wood that could have been obtained from these more than 60,000 hectares. These losses do not take into account the environmental consequences, the elimination of which can be much more expensive,” the investigation says. It is noted that among the natural areas that have suffered the most in Donetsk Oblast is the Holy Mountains National Nature Park, located in Kramatorsk and Bakhmut districts. Since the beginning of the full-scale invasion, combat actions have been conducted in this area, resulting in the destruction of 80% of the park.



	
		Read More
		

		



	European Union’s overreach in forest initiatives draws criticism from Finnish environment minister

	
		
			The Helsinki Times


			April 5, 2024
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	[image: ]Kai Mykkänen


Finnish Environment Minister Kai Mykkänen has voiced concerns over the European Union’s overextension in its climate and forest management directives, advocating for a shift in focus towards a more balanced approach to agriculture and forestry in future Commission work. This critique comes in response to the political backlash against the current Commission’s aggressive promotion of the Green Deal, suggesting a need for recalibration to better accommodate the realities of land and forestry management. Minister Mykkänen highlighted the importance of adopting an industrial approach to carbon management that considers a broader array of climate policy tools. This change, he argues, would benefit Finland by allowing for a more nuanced view of climate policy measures than has previously been the case. In defense of Finland’s forestry interests, Mykkänen underscored ongoing advocacy efforts with Sweden aimed at influencing the next Commission’s agenda. 
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		Carbon, Climate & Bioenergy

		
	Boreal forest and tundra regions worst hit over next 500 years of climate change, climate model shows

	By University of York

		
			Phys.Org


			April 8, 2024
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	[image: ]The boreal forest, covering much of Canada and Alaska, and the treeless shrublands to the north of the forest region, may be among the worst impacted by climate change over the next 500 years, according to a new study. The study, led by researchers at the White Rose universities of York and Leeds, as well as Oxford and Montreal, and ETH, Switzerland, ran a widely-used climate model with different atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide to assess the impact climate change could have on the distribution of ecosystems across the planet up to the year 2500. The research is published in Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society B. Most climate prediction models run to the year 2100. …Modeling climate change over a 500 year period shows that much of the boreal forest, the Earth’s northernmost forests and most significant provider of carbon storage and clean water, could be seriously impacted, along with tundra regions.
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		Health & Safety

		
	A smoky summer is expected in parts of Canada as wildfire season begins. Here’s how to prepare now

	By Kate Bueckert

		
			CBC News


			April 6, 2024
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	[image: ]People in southern Ontario should start preparing now for the potential of smoke hanging over this part of the province during the upcoming wildfire season, one researcher says.”The most important thing is to act early,” said Amy Li, an assistant professor in the department of civil and environmental engineering at University of Waterloo. She suggested taking two important steps: Make sure a home’s centralized HVAC system can recirculate the indoor air for heating and cooling and have high-efficiency filters; and Consider purchasing portable air cleaners that are an appropriate size for the space you want to clean. With wildfires will come warnings about PM 2.5, which is the particulate matter in smoke, Li said. The small particles have a diameter equal to or smaller than 2.5 micrometres. “…exposure to elevated concentrations of PM 2.5 can cause adverse effects to the respiratory and cardiovascular systems,  especially for children, people with respiratory disease or older people,” Li said.
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		Forest Fires

		
	Wildfire rages on Greece’s Crete island, settlements evacuated

	
		
			In-Cyprus


			April 6, 2024
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	[image: ]A wildfire raged out of control on the Greek island of Crete on Saturday, with authorities ordering the evacuation of four residential settlements, the fire department said. Fanned by strong winds, the blaze spread across the slopes of the mountainous forest east of the seaside town of Ierapetra. Authorities ordered the precautionary evacuation of the Achlia, Galini, Agia Fotia and Mavros Kolimpos settlements, home to around 300 people, as the blaze got close to some homes. About 120 firefighters were battling the blaze on the ground, assisted by two helicopters. Wildfires are common in the Mediterranean nation during the summer months, but the government has said that extremely dry, windy and hot conditions that scientists link to climate change have made them worse in recent years.
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        Week At A Glance

			
	
	New Brunswick Indigenous title claim called ‘an attack on industry’


			Friday, April 5, 2024
				
			In court, Acadian Timber calls the landmark Indigenous title claim in New Brunswick ‘an attack on industry”. In other Business news: Kruger temporarily suspends production at Corner Brook Pulp and … → Read More

		

		
	
	
	Canada’s wildfires blamed for rise in global loss of tree cover


			Thursday, April 4, 2024
				
			Canada’s 2023 wildfire season is blamed for the increase in global tree cover loss (outside the tropics). In related news: tropical forest loss declined 9% in 2023; Garry Merkel defends … → Read More

		

		
	
	
	West Fraser assumes solo reign of Cariboo Pulp Mill


			Wednesday, April 3, 2024
				
			West Fraser and Mercer announced the dissolution of their joint venture in the Cariboo Pulp and Paper. In related news: JD Irving was in court for the landmark New Brunswick … → Read More

		

		
	
	
	Hines uses mass timber to de-risk its investment portfolio


			Tuesday, April 2, 2024
				
			Hines, one of the world’s largest real estate developers, is using mass timber to de-risk its portfolio. In related news: the Portland Mass Timber conference explored material lead times, erection … → Read More

		

		
	
	
	Biden administration restores threatened species protections


			Monday, April 1, 2024
				
			The Biden administration moved to restore threatened species protections dropped by Trump in 2019. In related news: Wisconsin combats disease endangering oaks; US ecologists call for nature-based climate solutions; biochar’s … → Read More
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Sluggish start to US markets may delay product price recovery, By Kevin Mason, Managing Director, ERA Forest Products Research

BC’s Land Act mess creates opportunity to figure out tough questions on DRIPA (Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act), By David Elstone, Managing Director, The Spar Tree Group

Forestry is key to growing a resilient bioeconomy in B.C., By Linda Coady, Council of Forest Industries & Stéphane Renou, FPInnovations, Business in Vancouver

It’s been a sluggish start to 2024 and the Middle East conflict is bringing more challenges, By Kevin Mason, Managing Director, ERA Forest Products Research

The Reinvention of Human Capital in the Lumber & Building Materials Industry By Matt Meyers, Founder & CEO, Yesler Solutions Inc.
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